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Abstract 

 

In this paper, PCA and SPCA are used to evaluate the correlation between characters and events of Journey 

to the West. By principle components analysis of character-event data, we find that the characters in this 

novel can be mainly divided into two groups. The first group is composed of Tang seng, Monkey king, Pig 

and Sandy, who take the journey to the west, and the second group is composed of Jade emperor, Guanyin 

and Buddha, who set barriers and trials on the journey. In addition, by sparse principle components analysis, 

we find that Tang seng, Monkey king, Pig and Sandy are the most important characters in the novel and get 

similar conclusions to PCA. 

1. Introduction 

Journey to the West is a Chinese novel published in the 16th century during the Ming dynasty and attributed 

to Wu Cheng'en. It is one of the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese literature. The novel is an extended 

account of the legendary pilgrimage of the Tang dynasty Buddhist Xuanzang who traveled to the "Western 

Regions", that is, Central Asia and India, to obtain Buddhist sacred texts and returned after many trials and 

much suffering. This article hopes to explain the plot and paving of the novel from the perspective of 

characters and events. Statistical method PCA and SPCA are used to analyze the characters and events 

matrix. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tang_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xuanzang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Regions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Regions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India


2. Datasets 

Characters-scene occurrence matrices for 100 chapters of Journey to the West (CSIC 5011: Topological 

and Geometric Data Reduction and Visualization course website) 

The matrix is 408*302, which means it has 408 events and 302 characters. 

 

3. Methodology 

 

3.1 PCA 

 

For the character-scene occurrence matrix, 302characters are regarded as p-dimension feature variables, 

408 events are regarded 408 samples. We do PCA within python and get the following eigenvalues figure1 

below. As shown in figure 1, top3 eigenvalues account for a large proportion of variance, so we extract the 

top3 principle components and the related events scores on them. The results are shown from table 1 to 

table 6. 

 

 

Figure 1: eigenvalues of PCA 

 

3.2 SPCA 

 



Similarly, SPCA is done in python, we extract the top3 principle components and the related events scores 

on them. The results are shown from table 7 to table 12. 

 

4. Analysis 

4.1 PCA analysis 

 

The top3 principle components accounts for 26.8% variance. As shown in figure 1, the variance decrease 

slowly after the third principle components, so we analyze the top3 principle components. 

 

4.1.1 The first principle component and the plots on its direction 

 

Observing the loads on different feature variables of the first principle component, eight variables with the 

highest loads and eight with the lowest are respectively listed on table 1. One can notice that Pig, Sandy, 

Xuanzang, white horse and Monkey king occupy a very large proportion in the first principle components, 

and their importance are far greater than those characters with opposite loads, Such as Jade emperor, 

Guanyin, Tang emperor, Tota Li and Buddha. As a result, the first components can be regarded as the events 

involved with Pig, Sandy, Xuanzang, white horse and Monkey king. According to the reading experience, 

Pig, Sandy, Xuanzang, white horse and Monkey king are actually the main characters of the Journal to the 

west and the whole novel tells stories about their way to the west. What’s more, Jade emperor, Guanyin, 

Tang emperor, Tota Li and Buddha are also important in the novel, because the trials and sufferings that 

Xuanzang’s team meet in their journey is mainly set by Jade emperor, Guanyin and Buddha. Their 

importance is reflected by the loads on the positive directions of the first principle components. 

 

Table 1: the first principle components 

 

 

 

Considering the scores of different events on the first principle components, eight events with the lowest 

scores and eight with the highest are respectively listed on table2. After reading the eight chapters with the 

lowest scores, one can find that Pig, Sandy, Xuanzang, white horse and Monkey king appear in those 



chapters simultaneously, and the frequency of occurrence is relatively high. For the chapters with the 

highest scores, Such as chapter 4, 5, 6 and 7. Jade emperor, Guanyin, Tang emperor appear in a high 

frequency. So the first principle components can successfully distinguish between the two clues of Tang 

Seng’s team and Tian Ting’s team (Jade emperor, Guanyin, Tang emperor). 

 

Table 2: events scores on the direction of first principle components 

 

 

 

4.1.2 The second principle component and the plots on its direction 

 

Similar to the analysis method of the first principle components, observing the loads on different feature 

variables of the second principle component, eight variables with the lowest loads and eight with the highest 

are respectively listed on table 3. On the negative direction of the second principle component, Monkey 

king, Pig and Sandy account for a great proportion and they form as a team, while on the positive direction, 

Tang seng, Guan yin, Tang emperor take a very large proportion and form another group. What’s more, 

most of the characters on the negative direction are monsters while many characters on the positive direction 

are immortals. So the second components can distinguish between two clues of monsters and immortals. 

 

Table 3: the second principle components 

 

 

 

 

 

Considering the scores of different events on the second principle components, eight events with the lowest 

scores and eight with the highest are respectively listed on table 4. By reading the eight chapters with the 

lowest scores, one can find that most events in these chapters are the fights between the team of Monkey 

king, Pig and Sandy and the groups of other monsters. The team of Monkey king, Pig and Sandy try to 



protect Tang seng from those monsters. In addition, the fights happens on their journey to the west, so the 

chapters range from 24 to 90. In those chapters with the high scores, such as chapter 11, 12, 14, 15 and 83, 

most chapters are at the beginning at the whole novel. Tang seng, Tang emperor and Guan yin appears 

frequently in those chapters and they introduce in the whole story. 

 

Table 4: events scores on the direction of second principle components 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.3 The third principle component and the plots on its direction 

 

Similarly, table 5 shows eight lowest and eight highest loads on different feature variables of the third 

principle component and table 6 shows eight lowest and eight highest scores of different events on the third 

principle components. On the negative direction, Monkey king and Tang seng are important, by reading the 

chapters on this direction, such as 15, 16 and 98, one can find that Only Monkey king itself is trying to save 

Tang seng from monsters. In the chapters have high scores on positive direction, Pig and Sandy play an 

important rule to save Tang seng.  

 

Table 5: the third principle components 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 6: events scores on the direction of third principle components 

 

 

 



 

 

4.2 SPCA analysis 

 

SPCA is implemented in python with sklearn decomposition SPCA. The sparse parameter alpha is 0.25. 

 

4.2.1 The first principle component and the plots on its direction 

 

Similar to the analysis method in PCA, we can get the same tables in SPCA. For the first principle 

components in SPCA (Table6), the left side are Pig zhu, Sandy, Monkey King, they are major members of 

Tang seng’s team. Another side are immortals who set barriers on the journey. Such as Taibaijinxing, Jade 

emperor. So the first principle component can separate two clues of Tang seng’s team and immortals team. 

This conclusion is in agreement with the PCA analysis. In the chapters (Table7) with lowest scores, Tang 

seng’s team appear frequently, while in the chapters with highest scores, immortals show up frequently. 

 

Table 7: the first principle components for SPCA 

 

 

 

Table 8: events scores on the direction of first principle components 

 

 

 

4.2.2 The second principle component and the plots on its direction 

 

In the second principle components, Tang seng is far more important than other people.  The information 

carries by the whole axis is not obvious. 

 



Table 9: the second principle components for SPCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 10: events scores on the direction of second principle components 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2.3 The third principle component and the plots on its direction 

 

In the third principle components, On the negative direction of the third principle component, Monkey king 

and Pig account for a great proportion and they form as a team, while on the positive direction, Jade emperor, 

Wangmu, Tang emperor take a very large proportion and form another group. By reading the eight chapters 

with the lowest scores, one can find that most events in these chapters are the fights between the team of 

Monkey king, Pig and Sandy and the groups of other monsters. The team of Monkey king, Pig and Sandy 

try to protect Tang seng from those monsters. In those chapters with the high positive scores, such as chapter 

9, 10, 11 and 12, most chapters are at the beginning. Tang emperor and Jade emperor appear frequently in 

those chapters and they introduce in the whole story. 

 

Table 11: the third principle components for SPCA 

 

 

 

 

 

Table12: events scores on the direction of third principle components 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

From PCA, one can find that the novel has two clues of Tang Seng’s team and Tian Ting’s team (Jade 

emperor, Guanyin, Tang emperor). Pig, Sandy, Xuanzang, white horse and Monkey king are actually the 

main characters of the Journal to the west and the whole novel tells stories about their way to the west. 

What’s more, Jade emperor, Guanyin, Tang emperor, Tota Li and Buddha are also important in the novel, 

because the trials and sufferings that Xuanzang’s team meet in their journey is mainly set by Jade emperor, 

Guanyin and Buddha. They introduce in the whole novel and push the plots to develop. From SPCA, it 

verifies the conclusion that Pig, Sandy, Xuanzang and Monkey king are actually the main characters of the 

Journal to the west. 
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